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1. You Can’t Catch Me: Chuck Berry
John Lennon’s opening lyrics and vocal timing on Come Together are a morphed

version of Berry’s own ’Here come a flat top, he was movin’ up with me’ (0.48).
Chuck’s publisher wasn’t too thrilled and so to halt the legal wheels Lennon agreed to
record the Berry number on his 1975 Rock and Roll LP.

2. I’m Talking About You: The Beatles
Chuck Berry was an immeasurable component of the Beatles’ DNA - check out

Berry’s I’m Talking About You — there are those out there who would lift up their
right hand and swear that’s where the bassline to | Saw Her Standing There was
nicked from. And they’re right - Paul McCartney himself ’fessed up to his ’crime’ in a
1964 Beat Instrumental interview. Listen to the Beatles’ version from Saturday Club —
on that very same show they also performed (cheekily?) I Saw Her Standing There -
broadcast the week before the Please Please Me LP came out.

3. Bad Penny Blues: Humphrey Lyttleton

The rolling left-hand boogie-woogie piano bass notes and skiffly, brushed drumbeat -
taken from the intro of this 1956 78rpm - are the under-pinning template for Lady
Madonna. Paul McCartney said at the time that the song was a homage to Fats
Domino — others said that the record had more than a little help from Trad-Jazzer
Lyttelton’s bluesy Bad Penny Blues. ’Humph’ later said he didn’t mind at all — he’d
’borrowed’ it from barrelhouse pianist Dan Burley in the first place.
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4. Do Unto Others: Pee Wee Crayton
You say you want a Revolution? Well Lennon’s power intro is right here on this
blistering 1954 waxing — released pre-rock ’n’ roll - 14 years before the Hey Jude
flip-sidel

5. Watch Your Step: Bobby Parker
Another guitar riff that inspired the Beatles’ rhythm guitarist. A minor US hit in
1961, Paul McCartney said that this one was a ’complete pinch’. The Beatles’ /
Feel Fine riff owes more than a nod and a wink to this grooving track — come to
that, so does Ringo’s fine drumming.

6. Baby Let’s Play House: Elvis Presley
It’s John at it again. In the last verse (1.49) Elvis sings ’Listen to me baby, try

to understand - I’d rather see you dead little girl than to be with another man...".

Lennon always admitted the source of his Run for Your Life lyrics and while Elvis
plays it desperate, John takes his song to a darker place. Seemingly, George’s
rockabilly guitar on his Beatles For Sale cover of Carl Perkins’ Everybody’s Trying
To Be My Baby owes more to this track than to the Perkin’s original. One last
factoid — Bill Black’s double bass on this Sun Records recording (also on Heart-
break Hotel) is now owned by...Paul McCartney!
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7. Mohair Sam: Charlie Rich

And speaking of the King...one famous night, on the 27th August 1965, the four
Beatles met their idol at his Bel Air home. Elvis was filming in Hollywood at the
time and the Beatles were on tour. As an ice-breaker Elvis went over to his juke

box and played his record-of-the-moment — Charlie Rich’s Mohair Sam; then he
played it again, and again, and again. They played pool and jammed together into
the night. Two months later the Beatles recorded The Word for the Rubber Soul
album. Paul plays the piano figure on the intro — well blow me down if it isn’t the

son of Mohair Sam!

8. Kathy’s Waltz: Dave Brubeck Quartet
The poly-rhythmic master of keyboard jazz swings away beautifully in waltz time
on this cut from the classic 1959 Time Out LP. But what’s that snatch of tune
around one minute into the song? Aren’t they the opening notes to All My
Loving? Have a listen and see what you think.
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9. | Put A Spell On You: Nina Simone
Simone’s cover of this fifties, Screamin’ Jay Hawkins original comes from her
1965 LP of the same name. Both John and Paul were fans. According to Lennon,

in his famous 1980 Playboy interview, he recalled McCartney being stuck on the

Middle 8 of Michelle and John suggested they use Simone’s bluesy phrasing from

her vocal (just after the sax solo), ’l love you, | love you, | love you’. Adding a
’need’ and a ’want’ to round it off, Paul duly obliged.

10. Lonesome Tears In My Eyes: The Johnny Burnette Trio
The Beatles recorded a terrific cover of this song for the BBC programme Pop Go

The Beatles. The guitar on the original and George’s tasty playing on the Fab’s
Beeb version inspired the song’s feel and most noticeably John Lennon’s Epiphone
outro on The Ballad of John and Yoko - recorded by the Beatles, or at least half

of them, in April 1969. George and Ringo weren’t on the track.
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